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Dear Delegates,

It is with immense pleasure and honour that I extend a warm welcome to each one of
you to the upcoming Ist International Conference on “Sickle Cell Disease: Advances in
the Management and Prevention” at ICMR-NIIH, CRMCH, Chandrapur, Maharashtra
to be held from October 4 to 6. 2024.We are honoured to be hosting this exciting event,
which brings together leading experts, researchers and practitioners from around the
world to discuss the latest advances in the diagnosis, management and prevention of
sickle cellanaemia.We are confident that this conference will not only provide a valua-
ble learning experience but also a platform for networking and building relationships
with your peers and colleagues. We encourage you to take advantage of this opportuni-
ty to connect, share your ideas and learn from each other.

Dr. Manisha Madkaikar Dr. Prabhakar Kedar

Organizing Chairperson Organizing Secretary
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About ICMR

NIIH Mumbai

The National Institute of Imnmunohaematology (NIIH) is
a premier research institute in Mumbai, India, focusing
on Haematology, Immunology and Immunohaematology.

Established in 1957 as the Blood Group Reference Centre,
it was recognized by WHO in 1970 and renamed the Insti-
tute of Immunohaematology in 1982. The institute has co-
llaborated with various international institutions and me-
dical colleges to develop innovative research in immuno-
logy and haematology. NIIH aims to guide national policy
and strategy for managing immuno-haematolgical disor-
ders by promoting cost-effective research, developing
affordable technologies, providing quality education, and
supporting evidence-based strategies. Under ICMR NIIH,
in 2022, ICMR CRMCH was inaugurated by Hon'ble Prime
Minster Shri Narendra Modi.

About ICMR

CRMCH Chandrapur

The Centre for Research Management and Control of
Haemoglobinopathies(CRMCH) was established in Chandrapur,
Maharashtra, by the Indian Council of Medical Research, New Delhi,
under the aegis of ICMR-National Institute of Immunohaematology,
Mumbai.

The institute focuses on research, training, translation, ser-
vices, and capacity-building in Haemoglobinopathies, par-
ticularly Sickle Cell Disease (SCD), which is a major health
burden in the Vidarbha region of Central India. The institute
has state-of-the-art facilities and plans for the manage-
ment of SCD, treatment, prenatal diagnosis, daycare, ad-
vanced technologies, translational research, and bioban-
king. The vision is to develop a state-of-the-art research
and training centre, develop human resources for the un-
derserved areas, support state and district administra-
tions, and strengthen the capabilities of Government Me-
dical Colleges in the region through collaborative research.

About The Conference

Our Honorable Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched a National Sickle Cell anaemia elimination program by 2047, covering 17
states and over 200 districts. The program focuses on epidemiology, pathogenesis, therapeutics, newborn screening, and new areas
of treatment and management. A national-level discussion on indicators and international experts' involvement is needed. The confe-
rence will include scientific, technical, and administrative discussions, cost-effective diagnostics, genetic counselling, prenatal diag-

nosis, and disease management.
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Invited Speakers

INTERNATIONAL FACULTY

Dr. Akshay Sharma

Bone Marrow Transplant Physician at St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital specializing in
transplant and gene therapy for non-malignant
hematological disorders.

Dr. Baba Inusa

Professor of Paediatric Haematology
Specialist interest in Haemaoglobinopathy
and Rare Anemia

Dr. Kalpna Gupta

Professor, School of Medicine, University
of California, Irvine

Dr. Narla Mohandas

Vice President for Research at New York
Blood Center, New York, USA

Dr. Santosh Saraf

Assistant Professor of Medicine at University
of lllinois at Chicago

Dr. Carina Levin

Head of Pediatrics Hematology at Emek
Medical Centre in Afula, Israel.

Dr. Anna Bogdanova

Professor, Independent Senior Group Leader,
University of Zurich, Zarich, Switzerland

Dr. Frederic B Piel

Associate Professor in Spatial Epidemiology
at Imperial College London, UK

Dr. L.Krishnamurthy

Professor Pediatrics, Section Chief Pediatric
Hematology/Oncology/BMT, Yale Pediatric
Hematology & Oncology, Smilow Cancer
Hospital, USA

Dr. Pankaj Qasba

Program Director, at National Institutes
of Health (NIH), USA

Dr. Umut Gurkan

Professor of Engineering at Case Western
Reserve University, Cleaveland, Ohio, USA

NATIONAL FACULTY

1: Dr. Abhay Bang ( Gadchiroli) 5: Dr. Bontha V. Babu (Jodhpur)

2: Dr. Alka Patankar (Nagpur) 6: Dr. Chandrakala S ( Mumbai)

3: Dr. Anand Bodade (Chandrapur) 7: Dr. Yogesh Kolkonde (Gadchiroli)

4: Dr. Anita Nadkarni (Mumbai ) 8: Dr. Dipika Mohanty ( Bhubaneshwar)
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9: Dr. Dipty Jain (Nagpur) 22: Dr. Prabhakar S Kedar (Mumbai)

10: Dr. Gaurav Kharya ( Delhi) 23: Dr. Raja Subramanium ( Jabalpur)
11: Dr. Giriraj Chandak ( Hyderabad) 24: Dr. Renu Saxena (Delhi)
12: Dr Harpreet Kaur (Delhi) 25: Dr. Revathi Raj (Chennai)
13: Dr. Jotish Patel (Ahmedabad) 26: Dr. Tulika Seth (Delhi)
14: Dr. Kanjaksha Ghosh (Mumbai) 27: Dr. Velu Nair (Ahmedabad)
15: Dr. Mahendra Kendre ( Mumbai) 28: Dr. Vinita Shrivastava(Delhi)
16: Dr. Malay Mukherjee (Mumbai) 29: Dr. Vinky Rughwani (Nagpur)
17: Dr. Mamata Manglani ( Mumbai) 30: Dr.Y. M. Italia (Valsad)
18: Dr. Manisha Madkaikar (Mumbai) 31: Dr. Rishi Juneja (Nagpur)
19: Dr. Meenakshi Girish (Nagpur) 32: Dr. R .K Jeena (Orissa)
20: Dr. N. K. Mehra (Delhi) 33: Dr. Roshan Colah (Mumbai)
21: Dr. Naveen Khargekar ( Mumbai) 34: Dr. Milind Kamble ( Chandrapur)
Organising Committee
ORGANISING ORGANISING TREASURER
CHAIRPERSON SECRETARY
Dr. Manisha Dr. Prabhakar Dr. Babu Rao
Madkaikar Kedar Vundinti

Scientific Advisory Committee

1.Dr. Dipika Mohanty 4.Dr. Roshan Colah 7.Dr.R. S. Dhaliwal 10.Dr. Malay Mukherjee
2.Dr. N.K. Mehra 5.Dr.Manisha Madkaikar 8.Dr. Kalpna Gupta 11.Dr. Anita Nadkarni
3.Dr. Kanjaksha Ghosh 6.Dr. Dipty Jain 9.Dr. Vinita Shrivastava 12.Dr. Babu Rao Vundinti

Local Organising Committee

Dr.Anindita Banerjee Dr. Amrutha Jose Mr. Umesh Dhumne
Dr.Vandana Pradhan Mrs. Pratibha Sawant Mrs. Preeti Pradeep
Dr. Kalpita Gawit Mrs. Aruna Jawade Dr. Chhedilal Gupta
Dr. Swapnil Chandekar Dr. Bipin Kulkarni Mr. Prashant Tapase
Dr. Sayali Tiwari Dr. Rucha Patil Mr. Dattatray Salunkhe
Mr. Vijay Padwal Dr. Priya Rani Mr. Waman Narkar
Dr. Naga Muralidhar Dr. Ravi Gajbhiye
Dr. Nagaraj J Mr. Nithin Rajamani
Dr. Umair Bargir Dr. Prashant Warang
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